Y Who's Really at the Wheel?

Ever wonder what drives the price of grass
seed? One year it is high, next it is lower,
well, like any other commodity grass seed
fluctuates with supply and demand. Thank
goodness, grass seed is not seeing the
demand and shortages that of corn, and
thus the unbelievable price increases in
corn futures. Although grass seed is not
traded publicly, it too is subject to weather
conditions, government policy influence
and demand for seed worldwide.

We are seeing K-31 prices comparable to
that of proprietary cultivars because of
poor K-31 crops over the past couple of
years. Grass seed is competing for acres
in the Pacific Northwest because of higher
wheat and corn prices and as a result,
prices could push upwards. Another area
of concern is the effect of environmental
policy on seed production. The Pacific
Northwest, considered the perfect climate
for seed production is at odds with
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environmental groups who are pushing for burn bans in seed producing areas. Burn-
ing seed production areas has been a critical production management technique
every since the inception of seed production. Burning in effect cleans fields of weeds,
insects and diseases. Burning also stimulates vigorous growth in grass plants. When
burning practices are halted, seed yields are affected, weed seed increases (as well
as the costs of removing weed seeds), insects damage crops and diseases become
more prevalent.

There are many factors that affect the price of seed. Like a lot of goods, we usually
have little or no control on those factors. This is when it becomes even more important
to select the seed that is going to be the cost effective. Buying the cheapest seed is
not necessarily going to be the best overall buy. Lower priced seed with lower purity
and germination percentages can be more expensive in terms of the “Real Cost Per
PLS Pound” than higher cost seed with higher purity and germination percentages.
When it comes to seed, more can be less.

OUTLOOK ON SEED PRICES

Higher wheat prices are putting pressure on seed suppliers to keep seed acres in
production, thus we will see moderately higher seed prices this fall. Kentucky Blue-
grass will be 15-20% higher, with slight increases in perennial ryegrass and no in-
crease for turf type tall fescues. Hopefully, grain prices will decrease with good har-
vest reports coming in.

IlronE for
Fields
Ryegrass has a been a
for many a sports turf manager eve-

rywhere needing quick cover during

the playing season. With the fast

1 emergence of perennial ryegrass,
overseeding with ryegrass has been

the difference between a green field

and a dirt field. Use 5-l r onE Peren-
nial Ryegrass Blend in fields where
100% ryegrass is used. 5-1 r onE
features the latest genetics with
superior gray leaf spot resistance. 5-
lronE cultivars also
color, improved wear tolerance and
better cold tolerance.

Five Ryegrass

Products Spotlight
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Use Grid Iron for Tough Conditions
Grid Iron is formulated for use on athletic fields
where compaction is an ongoing problem. The high
recuperative value of the Kentucky Bluegrasses fill
in worn and damaged areas. Grid Iron is an 80/20
Bluegrass/Ryegrass blend.
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WHY CERTIFIED?Zertified Blue Tag Seed not only establishes high standards for seed quality, it also de-
mands a higher level of accountability. United Seeds is an approved conditioner, a privilege extended by thie-
braska Crop Improvement Association(NCIA) to select and bring into our facility the highest quality Certified
Blue Tag seed varieties, mix and blend them to our customers specifications and retag them Blue Tag Certifi
31 xEAO AT AO OEEO 1T AAT OAAlIT Ue )OT 380 AOAOUAT AU A1l
ditioner. Our facilities are inspected and approved to mix and blend, and the mixes and blends are routinely sa
pled by United Seeds and the NCIA for quality control. It is an extra step that we take to have more control ov
the quality of our products and it allows us to mix and blend to your specifications. With most of the tur§rass
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United Seeds has the ability to mix and blend to our customers needs. We offer great mixes and blends such
Sure Shotl RGrid Iron, Super Turf lland 5-) O &s'lregular floor stock items, but if you want to adjust ratios of
species with those mixes and blends, you can, and it can be done in a timely manner. Select cultivars according
the criteria you developed and we can formulate a mix or blend that meets that criteria.

We take out the guess work in providing seed that scores high in thidational Turf Evaluation Trials We are only
as good as the products we offer, and the service we provide.
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Omaha Warehouse—7500 Burlington—Omaha, NE 68127
402-3314800 800-456-9901

Des Moines Warehouse—1800 Dixon—Des Moines, 1A 50316
515-282-1750 800-365-6674
www.unitedseeds.com

Antelope Brand



http://www.unitedseeds.com/
http://www.unitedseeds.com/
http://www.unl.edu/ncia/
http://www.unl.edu/ncia/
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/sureShot.asps
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/gridIron_mixture.asp
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/Super_Turf_II.asp
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/5IronRyegrassBlend.asp
http://www.ntep.org/

Perspectives Micrdanage Your Field
Are Rhlzo_matous Tall FeSCUeS for Real? . Managing today’s intensely played on fields needs to be micro-managed. This

Marketing is everywhere, and is done so effectively BRIy HoR B BE WhdERanagement plan into more easily digestible

very little effort is needed to convince the general pu o) RMH€ensibly allocates time, personnel, equipment

marketer wants. It seems almost too easy. The hoop ﬁg : T ﬁen a majority of our resources to the most

rhizomatous tall fescues seems to have many peo ? costs injcreasin yin almost every catedor

idea of a tall fescue that can repair itself. The idea s - y 9 r Y ; tv% Y.

ine with tall fescues durability, heat and drought tolere'd®51&e 51 €8 good Sense. Focus on areas between

and good disease resistance tha ahilitynakdilit self h-marks (or the cen er of the field for soccer), sidelines, and goalie

useful in athletic fields. Well, the idea sounds great, toxes-Hopievenide @iswjog on the mentioned areas for greater budget

know about the performance and legitimacy of rhizoraatsas tall fescues. At

present, there is no national testing (i.e. National Turf Evietelatiery fFsiedshs fod top-dress if your budget allows. Increasing

rhizomatous growth of tall fescues.”So in essence we areilgficéoxdgesitdhos® allows for greater water infiltration and the

marketing them at face value. holes are a perfect place for sand, seed or any other soil modifier.

It has been known for years that tall fescues had the allif th@eaEnwe!rent directions and remove excess cores if the

rhizomes to some extent. A with any species, there is ggRelgyariation,

Some varieties of tall fescues will display more rhizemaggus elFQWéEdN@8ing dollars on the worn areas. By decreasing

others and a few seed companies have exploited them. o seoing rate on the less wom and more (two to three times) on the

Since there is no national testing (unbiased) we are left %é % ! e qetting a head start on next vear. Univer-

own if rhizomatous tall fescues are for real. University stddiEe: getinga » e _
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varieties was sporadic and slow. An Ohio State study on 3@ @%\?Wbl@raqﬁf@ percentage. Broadtast seed before every o
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There are many unknowns with rhizomatous tall fescues /dhatlahsdfichatirgigpreferred, the most importantfactor in seeding

as the quality (Color and texture), performance qualities, theoahsesdip-pphirohtaitt. This can also be done after aeration, but

will spread in heavy soils and how they will perform undematress-dressing. Just as weed seeds lie waiting in the soil for the

We at United Seeds need hard evidence that these fescme&cvmle?egémrmtamen grass seed can be seeded in much the

others would suggest before we can actively market theramBidly market-

ing them on sole idea of their ability to spread is irregpostle ywitkn@tob@oactive mode rather than reactive can be

the main focus of our business. There needs to be more,gx ggg @RI these practices and not letting your fields

so that the public can decide what is real and what is hyRge bBRVommunicate with players, band directors and

Rhizomatous Tall Fescues are just that hype. . inistratars, let them know your concerns and they can be part of the

We realize, having said all this that rhizomatous will be b ?gf}er% T o bt oot o e o0

but we cannot stress enough the importance of buylng ' ge’ app ' P
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varieties in Defiance do have NTEP performance data is ntedatetgleciilti fie fimms - —
You owe to xourself to be informed about claims made ofivideoidLfieksirt hvaut == e
relatively unknown at this point. so that one half can &=

. recoup for a couple of
FIoodlng of Turf with the floods of 2008 have many ~ Wesks or even a |8
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flooding and excessive rainfall has only begun. For turf that was sub- )tgzilfj f sbi?)smn;:;: Sg
merged for some time in lowa, accessing the damage also means it canp Survive ythe
having an understanding how the different species will tolerate . e ~nd wear.
flooding and for how long. Factors for determining turf survival in-
clude species, submersion duration, submersion depth, water temperature and light intensity.

Turfgrass species have been given relative submersion tolerance rankings (Beard, 1973). Creeping bentgrass ranks ertedkntike-

grass medium, Poa annua and Perennial Ryegrass as fair.

Submersion duration relates closely to turf species submersion tolerance rankings. Poa annua, if it submerged for sekertiemeak-

ings suggest that it would be less tolerant to submersion than Creeping bentgrass.

As submersion depth increases, potential injury to plants can occur. If the leaf tissue is even a little bit above tHmeyatex turf may

survive.

Water temperature and light intensity has a huge effect on the survivability of turf. Injury will increase as water temgsirattease from

50 to 86 degrees. Flooding that occurs in the spring will result in less injury because lower temperatures and light Beessit 1973).
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¢ s inability of the plant to uptake nutrients due the plants compromised

root system. Once a turf area is submerged, soil oxygen levels quickly

decline and root hairs begin to die (Frank, 2008).

' &¥ = Another aspect of flooding is the silt and soil deposition that is left. Core

& acrating or slicing may be needed once the area has dried and renova-

tion has begun.

With the extent of the flooding, particularly in lowa, there will be a lot of

turf that will not survive. The duration of submersion and warmer flood

& waters will play a huge role in the injury to turf.
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