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Who’s Really at the Wheel? 
 

Ever wonder what drives the price of grass 
seed? One year it is high, next it is lower, 

well, like any other commodity grass seed 
fluctuates with  supply and demand. Thank 
goodness, grass seed is not seeing the 
demand and shortages that of corn, and 
thus the unbelievable price increases in 
corn futures. Although grass seed is not 
traded publicly, it too is subject to weather 
conditions, government policy influence 
and demand for seed worldwide.  

We are seeing K-31 prices comparable to 
that of proprietary cultivars because of 
poor K-31 crops over the past couple of 
years. Grass seed is competing for acres 
in the Pacific Northwest because of higher 
wheat and corn prices and as a result, 
prices could push upwards. Another area 
of concern is the effect of environmental 

policy on seed production. The Pacific 
Northwest, considered the perfect climate 
for seed production is at odds with  

environmental groups who are pushing for burn bans in seed producing areas. Burn-
ing seed production areas has been a critical production management technique 
every since the inception of seed production. Burning in effect cleans fields of weeds, 

insects and diseases. Burning also stimulates vigorous growth in grass plants. When 
burning practices are halted, seed yields are affected, weed seed increases (as well 
as the costs of removing weed seeds), insects damage crops and diseases become 
more prevalent.  
There are many factors that affect the price of seed. Like a lot of goods, we usually 
have little or no control on those factors. This is when it becomes even more important 
to select the seed that is going to be the cost effective. Buying the cheapest seed is 
not necessarily going to be the best overall buy.  Lower priced seed with lower purity 

and germination percentages can be more expensive in terms of the “Real Cost Per 
PLS Pound” than higher cost seed with higher purity and germination percentages. 
When it comes to seed, more can be less. 
OUTLOOK ON SEED PRICES 
Higher wheat prices are putting pressure on seed suppliers to keep seed acres in 
production, thus we will see moderately higher seed prices this fall. Kentucky Blue-
grass will be 15-20% higher, with slight increases in perennial ryegrass and no in-
crease for turf type tall fescues. Hopefully, grain prices will decrease with good har-
vest reports coming in. 

Use Grid Iron for Tough Conditions  
Grid Iron is formulated for use on athletic fields 
where compaction is an ongoing problem. The high 
recuperative value of the Kentucky Bluegrasses fill 
in worn and damaged areas. Grid Iron is an 80/20 
Bluegrass/Ryegrass blend. 

Five IronÊ for Ryegrass 

Fields  
Ryegrass has a been a ñJob Saverò 
for many a sports turf manager eve-
rywhere needing quick cover during 
the playing season. With the fast 
emergence of perennial ryegrass, 
overseeding with ryegrass has been 
the difference between a green field 
and a dirt field. Use 5-IronÊ Peren-
nial Ryegrass Blend in fields where 
100% ryegrass is used. 5-IronÊ 
features the latest genetics with 
superior gray leaf spot resistance. 5-
IronÊ cultivars also display excellent 
color, improved wear tolerance and 
better cold tolerance. 

WHY CERTIFIED? Certified Blue Tag Seed not only establishes high standards for seed quality, it also de-

mands a higher level of accountability. United Seeds is an approved conditioner, a privilege extended by the Ne-
braska Crop Improvement Association (NCIA) to select and bring into our facility the highest quality Certified 
Blue Tag seed varieties, mix and blend them to our customers specifications and retag them Blue Tag Certified. 
3Ï ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÁÎ ÒÅÁÌÌÙȩ )ÓÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÅÒȩ .Ïȟ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÂÏÄÙ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÃÏÎȤ
ditioner. Our facilities are inspected and approved to mix and blend, and the mixes and blends are routinely sam-
pled by United Seeds and the NCIA for quality control. It is an extra step that we take to have more control over 
the quality of our products and it allows us to mix and blend to your specifications. With most of the turf-grass 
ÓÅÅÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÃÉÆÉÃ .ÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÒÓ ÔÏ Ȱ02%-&!"ȱ ÍÉØÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÂÌÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÔÁËÅ ÉÔ ÏÒ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÉÔȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÏÆÆÅÒȢ  
United Seeds has the ability to mix and blend to our customers needs. We offer great mixes and blends such as 
Sure ShotΊȟ Grid Iron, Super Turf II and 5-)ÒÏÎΊ as regular floor stock items, but if you want to adjust ratios of 
species with those mixes and blends, you can, and it can be done in a timely manner. Select cultivars according to 
the criteria you developed and we can formulate a mix or blend that meets that criteria.  
We take out the guess work in providing seed that scores high in the National Turf Evaluation Trials. We are only 
as good as the products we offer, and the service we provide. 

Products Spotlight  

http://www.unitedseeds.com/
http://www.unitedseeds.com/
http://www.unl.edu/ncia/
http://www.unl.edu/ncia/
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/sureShot.asps
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/gridIron_mixture.asp
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/Super_Turf_II.asp
http://www.unitedseeds.com/Products/5IronRyegrassBlend.asp
http://www.ntep.org/


Flooding of Turf With the floods of 2008 have many 

ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÄïÊÛ ÖÕ ÔÏ ȬίΩȟ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÔÕÒÆ ÇÒÁÓÓ ÂÙ 
flooding and excessive rainfall has only begun. For turf that was sub-
merged for some time in Iowa, accessing the damage also means 
having an understanding how the different species will tolerate 
flooding and for how long. Factors for determining turf survival in-
clude species, submersion duration, submersion depth, water temperature and light intensity. 
Turfgrass species have been given relative submersion tolerance rankings (Beard, 1973). Creeping bentgrass ranks excellent, Kentucky blue-
grass medium, Poa annua and Perennial Ryegrass as fair.  
Submersion duration relates closely to turf species submersion tolerance rankings. Poa annua, if it submerged for several weeks, the rank-
ings suggest that it would be less tolerant to submersion than Creeping bentgrass. 
As submersion depth increases, potential injury to plants can occur. If the leaf tissue is even a little bit above the water line, the turf may 
survive. 
Water temperature and light intensity has a huge effect on the survivability of turf. Injury will increase as water temperatures increase from 
50 to 86 degrees. Flooding that occurs in the spring will result in less injury because lower temperatures and light intensity (Beard, 1973). 
 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÄ ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÒÅÃÅÄÅȟ ÙÅÌÌÏ× ÏÒ ÂÒÏ×Î ÔÕÒÆ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÒÆȭÓ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ ÃÈÌÏÒÏÐÈÙÌÌȟ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ soil nitrogen and 

inability of the plant to uptake nutrients due the plants compromised 
root system. Once a turf area is submerged, soil oxygen levels quickly 
decline and root hairs begin to die (Frank, 2008). 
Another aspect of flooding is the silt and soil deposition that is left. Core 
aerating or slicing may be needed once the area has dried and renova-
tion has begun.  
With the extent of the flooding, particularly in Iowa, there will be a lot of 
turf that will not survive. The duration of submersion and warmer flood 
waters will play a huge role in the injury to turf. 
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Perspectives  

Are Rhizomatous Tall Fescues for Real? 
Marketing is everywhere, and is done so effectively sometimes it seems like 
very little effort is needed to convince the general public to do whatever the 
marketer wants. It seems almost too easy. The hoopla that has surrounded 
rhizomatous tall fescues seems to have many people all gushy over the 
idea of a tall fescue that can repair itself. The idea sounds awesome, Imag-
ine with tall fescues durability, heat and drought tolerance, insect resistance 
and good disease resistance the ability to fill-in and make it self more 
useful in athletic fields. Well, the idea sounds great, but how much do we 
know about the performance and legitimacy of rhizomatous tall fescues. At 
present, there is no national testing (i.e. National Turf Evaluation Trials) for 
rhizomatous growth of tall fescues. So in essence we are left to trust those 
marketing them at face value.  
It has been known for years that tall fescues had the ability to develop 
rhizomes to some extent. A with any species, there is genetic variation, 
Some varieties of tall fescues will display more rhizomatous growth than 
others and a few seed companies have exploited them. 
Since there is no national testing (unbiased) we are left to decide on our 
own if rhizomatous tall fescues are for real. University studies from Kansas 
Pq^qbĐpqravfkdĐi^qbo^iĐdoltqeĐclrkaĐqe^qĐi^qbo^iĐjlsbjbkqĐlcĐ©oefwlj^qlrpªĐ
varieties was sporadic and slow. An Ohio State study on the wear tolerance 
lcĐ`boq^fkĐ©oefwlj^qlrpªĐs^ofbqfbpĐafaĐklqĐp`lobĐtbiiĐfkĐqo^ccf`Đpfjri^qflkp+ 
There are many unknowns with rhizomatous tall fescues at this point such 
as the quality (color and texture), performance qualities, the rate at which it 
will spread in heavy soils and how they will perform under stress. 
We at United Seeds need hard evidence that these fescues will perform as 
others would suggest before we can actively market them. Blindly market-
ing them on sole idea of their ability to spread is irresponsible will not be 
the main focus of our business. There needs to be more extensive testing 
so that the public can decide what is real and what is hype. Right now, 
Rhizomatous Tall Fescues are just that hype. 
We realize, having said all this that rhizomatous will be bought on curiosity, 
but we cannot stress enough the importance of buying certified blue tag 
pbba+Đ>ipl)Đ_ob^hfkdĐaltkĐqebĐ©oefwlj^qlrpªĐ_ibkap)ĐeltĐalĐqebĐs^ofbqfbpĐ
p`lobĐfkĐqebĐK^qflk^iĐQrocĐBs^ir^qflkĐQof^ipĐ%KQBM¨p&)Đ^obĐqebvĐbsbkĐfkĐqebĐ
KQBM¨p<ĐMolqb`qĐvlropbicĐtfqeĐdr^o^kqbbaĐ_irbĐq^dĐ`boqfcfbaĐpbba+ĐRkfqbaĐ
PbbapĐalbpĐlccboĐ^Đ©oefwljbĐof`eªĐq^iiĐcbp`rbĐ_ibkaĐ`^iibaĐAbcf^k`bĐUOB+ĐQebĐ
varieties in Defiance do have NTEP performance data is blue tag certified. 
You owe to yourself to be informed about claims made of products that is 
relatively unknown at this point.  

Micro-Manage Your Field 
Managing today’s intensely played on fields needs to be micro-managed. This 
means breaking down the whole management plan into more easily digestible 
areas of turf management that sensibly allocates time, personnel, equipment 
and most importantly, money. Divert a majority of your resources to the most 
heavily played upon fields. With costs increasing in almost every category, 
better resource allocation just makes good sense. Focus on areas between 
the hash-marks (or the center of the field for soccer), sidelines, and goalie 
boxes. Implement the following on the mentioned areas for greater budget 
allocation. 
1. Aerate every two weeks and top-dress if your budget allows. Increasing 

airspace oxygenates roots, allows for greater water infiltration and the 
holes are a perfect place for sand, seed or any other soil modifier. 
Aerate three to four different directions and remove excess cores if the 
soil is mostly clay. 

2. Focus your over/inter-seeding dollars on the worn areas. By decreasing 
the seeding rate on the less worn and more (two to three times) on the 
worn areas you are in essence getting a head start on next year. Univer-
sity studies have shown that higher seeding rates can result in a higher 
germination and “live” stand percentage. Broadcast seed before every 
home game, and allow the players to “cleat-in” the seed into the soil. 
Although drill seeding is preferred, the most important factor in seeding 
is good seed-to-soil contact. This can also be done after aeration, but 
before top-dressing. Just as weed seeds lie waiting in the soil for the 
perfect time to germinate, then grass seed can be seeded in much the 
same way. 

3. Getting yourself into proactive mode rather than reactive can be 
achieved by implementing these practices and not letting your fields 
become a dust bowl. Communicate with players, band directors and 
administrators, let them know your concerns and they can be part of the 
solution, not the problem. Before budget approval time, draw up a com-
prehensive maintenance plan. State the problem, but focus on the 
solution. If the check writers see a proactive approach to your plan, they 
might be a little more receptive and be more supportive of your plan. 

4. Rarely does practice 
need a whole field, so 
divide the field in two 
so that one half can 
recoup for a couple of 
weeks or even a 
whole season. Give 
your fields as much to 
build up biomass, so 
it can survive the 
traffic and wear. 


